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National Policy Dialogue in Ukraine on Integrated Water Resources Management

- Common Understanding -
Background

With the letter by Mr. Vasyl Stashuk, Chairman of the State Committee of Ukraine for Water Management, dated 30 May 2007, to Mr. Peter Gammeltoft, Head of the Water Unit at the Directorate-General Environment of the European Commission, Ukraine has submitted an official request for a National Policy Dialogue (NPD) on integrated water resources management (IWRM). 

National Policy Dialogues are carried out within the EECCA Component of the EU Water Initiative and are the main operational instrument within this Initiative. As concerns integrated water resources management, the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) acts as a strategic partner of EECCA countries.
Activities under the National Policy Dialogue in Ukraine for the period November 2007 – October 2008 are formally based on:

· The decision of the 10th meeting of the Working Group for the EECCA component of the European Union’s Water Initiative (Moscow, 13 December 2007);

· The Contribution Agreement of the European Commission, which provides funding for UNECE to carry out the “National Policy Dialogues on Integrated Water Resources Management in EECCA countries under the EU Water Initiative“(No. 21.0401/2007/485348/SUB/D2).

Pending the decisions of future meetings of the Working Group for the EECCA component of the European Union’s Water Initiative and the conclusion of further contribution agreements between the European Commission and UNECE, the National Policy Dialogue process with continue beyond October 2008.

Common Understanding

Partners

The State Committee of Ukraine for Water Management, the Ministry of Environmental Protection of Ukraine, the European Commission, the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) and the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) are Partners to the present Common Understanding. 

Overall objective

The overall objective of the National Policy Dialogue in Ukraine is to help reach the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) related to water, most prominently targets 9 and 10 of Goal 7 to: 

· Integrate the principles of sustainable development into country policies and programmes and reverse the losses of environmental resources (MDG 7 -Target 9); and
· Halve by 2015 the proportion of people without sustainable access to safe drinking water and basic sanitation (MDG 7 - Target 10).

Country-specific activities will be initiated regarding integrated water resources management (IWRM) to improve regulatory and administrative frameworks, help setting country priorities, identify projects and develop capacity in the EECCA region through a dialogue that, among others, involves public authorities and representatives of the civil society. 

Specific objectives

The National Policy Dialogue in Ukraine is a platform for drawing up and implementing policy packages on integrated water resources management, including the challenges to adapt water management to climate change, and to achieve safe drinking water supply and adequate sanitation under changing climates. 

The specific objectives are: (a) to contribute to the strengthening of the legal, institutional and managerial frameworks so that water management authorities, river basin organizations and other water-related entities can increasingly cope with the new challenges; and (b) to develop reform and adaptation measures.
These specific objectives will be achieved through policy packages. Such policy packages are 

draft pieces of legislation (e.g. governmental or ministerial regulations); recommendations and good practice documents; analysis of institutional/management structures; water management plans and water safety plans; and/or assessments of the effectiveness of measures undertaken to prevent, control and reduce adverse effects on the environment and human health and safety.
To reach to overall and specific objectives, the NPD will be coordinated with other ongoing projects in the water sector in Ukraine, including foreign financed projects. Full account will be taken of past and ongoing work of UNECE on integrated water resources management in the EECCA region as well as of joint UNECE/OSCE activities on water issues.

Strategic Partners

UNECE is the strategic partner on issues related to integrated water resources management. UNECE will draw up draft work plans (Roadmaps) for the NPD process, provide methodological support and facilitate the NPD process in Ukraine as set out in the applicable contributions agreement between the European Commission and UNECE. 

Key national institutions in Ukraine

The key national institutions in Ukraine involved in the NPD are the State Committee of Ukraine for Water Management and the Ministry for Environmental Protection. 

Steering Group

A Steering Group with multi-stakeholder representation was established on 25 April 2008 to oversee the implementation of the NPD in Ukraine. 

The Steering Group is being chaired by Mr. V. Stashuk, Chairman of the State Committee for Water Management. Mr. M. Babich, Depute Chairman of the State Committee, acts as Vice-Chairman.
The Steering Group will agree on the work programme (i.e. the so-called the Roadmap), draw up and approve policy packages and discuss other relevant documents prepared within the framework of the NPD. The Steering Group will also approve reports for submission to the EUWI EECCA Working Group on progress made, and provide overall guidance to the work. 

Key actors

Key Ukrainian actors, which will be invited by the Chairpersons of the Steering Group to participate in the National Policy Dialogue, include representatives of the:

· State Committee for Water Management; 

· Ministry of Environmental Protection;
· Ministry of Health;
· Ministry of Emergencies and Affairs of Population Protection from Consequences of Chernobyl (including its Hydrometeorological Service);
· Ministry for Housing and Communal Services;
· Ministry of Justice;
· State Forestry Committee;
· National Academy of Sciences;
· State Institute for Management and Economy of Water Management under the State Committee for Water Management;
· The non-governmental organization MAMA-86;

· The Country Water Partnership of Ukraine.

The following actors will also be invited by the Chairpersons of the Steering Group to nominate a member
 of the Steering Group: 

· Municipalities/associations of municipalities; 

· Water utilities operating in municipal and rural areas;  

· Water users associations; and other relevant stakeholders;
· Representatives of Mott McDonald, carrying out the European Commission’s project on water governance in the Western part of the EECCA region;
· Representatives of the private sector, including Coca Cola Beverages Ukraine.

Representatives of the European Commission, UNECE, UNDP, OECD and OSCE will also participate in the dialogue process. Steering Group meetings are open to participation by representatives of EU Member States and UNECE countries as well as competent organizations and/or institutions, including International Financial Institutions and donor organizations. If need be, representatives of other countries as well as other competent organizations and institutions may be invited by the Chairpersons to Steering Group meetings. 
Secretarial duties of the Steering Group

The secretarial duties of the Steering Group will be implemented by the State Committee for Water Management. UNECE will provide assistance, as appropriate.

Reporting

The Partners acknowledge the importance of reporting on the progress of the NPD in Ukraine to the meetings of the EUWI EECCA Working Group and other relevant meetings, including those under the UNECE Water Convention and the EAP Task Force.

Financing NPD activities

The Partners participate in the NPD on a voluntary basis, and subject to the availability of adequate resources. The present Common Understanding does not entail any obligations on the Partners with regard to financing other Partners’ activities in the framework of the NPD, though such financing could take place by agreement (bilateral or multi-lateral).  

Based on the provisions of the contribution agreement between the European Commission and UNECE, the dialogue process on integrated water resources management will be financed within the frame of available resources.

* * *
The present Common Understanding was adopted at the first meeting of the Steering Group on 25 April 2007.












�  As adopted at the first meeting of the Steering Group on 25 April 2008





� The individuals representing these actors may change according to the issues under consideration.








[image: image5.png]EUWI

FU WATER INITIATIVE



_1113896366.doc
[image: image1.png]














